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Important Numbers

The Changing Face of Valley’s Board
Thank You for your Service
We would like to send out a big Thank You to Mrs. Angela
Fischer, outgoing Board member and former Valley President. Mrs.
Fischer served on the Board from 2005 until her resignation at the
last board meeting. She helped guide the school through Valley’s
building project and was instrumental in forming Reid Traditional
Schools and Painted Rock Academy. She will continue to support our
organization as a parent at Painted Rock Academy. Thank you for all
you’ve done, Angela!
Welcome New Officers and Members

Main Number: (623) 516-7747
Attendance:
Nurse:
Discipline Issues:
Business Issues:
Parent Room (VAPO):
Principal/Asst. Principal:
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At the last meeting, Mrs. Katie Whitchurch was voted
President of the Valley Academy Board of Directors. Mrs. Whitchurch
is Vice President of Corporate Relations at the Arizona Chamber of
Commerce. She has extensive experience in governmental affairs and 9
volunteer organizations. Mrs. Whitchurch has been a member of the 11
Valley Board since 2011, and we sincerely appreciate her willingness
to lead our school.
12
Two gentlemen joined the Valley Board earlier this school
year. Dr. Parag Chokshi is the parent of two Valley Academy alumni.
He is a practicing gastroenterologist who is actively engaged in many
other community and professional leadership roles. Mr. Stanley
Hopkins also joined the Board recently. Mr. Hopkins assists with the
resolution of complex legal issues at a law firm. He has experience
with United Way and other nonprofit organizations. We thank these
two gentlemen for taking a leadership role in our school.
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April 2013
Morning Assembly 8:15 a.m.
VAPO-hosted Staff Luncheon
Spirit Day
7/8 Grade Assembly 8:15 a.m.
7/8 Grade Dance 6-8:30 p.m.
VAPO Meeting 8:15 a.m.
Board Meeting 6:00 p.m.
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
Student Council Movie Night
Honor Roll Ice Cream
AIMS/Stanford 10
Testing Begins
VAPO Great Skate 5-7:30 p.m.
Morning Assembly 8:15 a.m.
Progress Reports
Caught Being Good Giveaway
Early Release/Staff Development
Book Fair Begins

-- Heidi Mitchell, C.E.O.

Board Meeting
The Board of Directors meets on the fourth Thursday of each month unless otherwise posted. All regular meetings are open to the public, and
parents are welcome to attend. Board Meetings are held at the Reid Traditional Schools conference room at 14841 N. Black Canyon Highway. If
you wish to contact members of the Board, you may send a letter to the school or leave a message at the Reid Traditional Schools office,
623)478-2344.

Health Office News
Mrs. Susan Elowson, R.N. & Mrs. Susan McIver, R.N.
 In order to help keep all of our children healthy, please remember that children must be fever-free without the use of
acetaminophen or ibuprofen for 24 hours before they may come back to school.
 Please do not allow your children to carry any medicine with them, including over-the-counter medications. All medicines
need to be checked in and stored for your child in the Health Office.
 Please be sure to send a water bottle with your child on a daily basis. We want to be sure to keep the students well hydrated.
 If your child has borrowed a belt PLEASE return it. We currently have no belts to loan.

Valley Academy Volunteers
The staff at Valley Academy would graciously like to invite you to an appreciation dinner.
It will be held in the M.P.R. on Thursday, April 11, 2013, from 6:00-7:30 p.m.
We have made arrangements for free child care for infants through eighth grade. There will be no food
provided for children in the childcare rooms.
Also, Student Council will be hosting a Movie Night on the same evening which will offer some snack items for those
who attend.
Please E-mail Mrs. Sommerfield at ksommerfield@valleyacademy.com with your response.
Please RSVP NO LATER THAN Thursday, April 4th so we can prepare accordingly.

Art Show
Come see some of our students’ art on display during the Book Fair, April 29th – May 3rd!
On Family Night, May 3rd, we will also have additional work on display in the art room from
6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Mrs. Watkins, Art Teacher
AIMS/Stanford 10 Testing
April 15 - April 19, 2013, is AIMS and Stanford 10 testing for grades 2-8. Please have your children to school on
time every day, after eating a nutritious breakfast. It is also important for them to get a good night’s rest and to
understand the importance of these tests. State test results are important indicators of what students have
learned and whether they are mastering state standards at each grade level. Students will have the opportunity
to eat a nutritious snack mid-morning during testing. If you are able, you may send them to school with a
nutritious snack (cheese, crackers, fresh fruits or vegetables, etc., no cookies or candy, please). We will begin
testing at 8:30 a.m. and keep all the students in the classroom until 11:30 a.m. Once testing has begun, students will
not be permitted to enter the class, so please have them here on time. If you need to schedule a doctor or dentist
appointment, please schedule it in the afternoon. Your cooperation in these matters is greatly appreciated.

BAND NEWS
Happy April! First, I just want to say a quick thank you to everyone who attended the performance of the advanced band at the Spring
Festival. Parents and family are always the most important audience to our young performers!
Did you know that I arrange the music for the Valley Academy bands? I make the music fit our band students’ different abilities and
strengths. My job as an arranger is to make Valley Academy’s bands sound the best they can sound. The music is chosen because it
teaches the students a new note or gives them a chance to practice difficult rhythms while having fun playing a new song. I know our
band students and arrange to their abilities. For example, we have strong sections, and I give them more difficult parts to challenge
them. The object is to make great musical arrangements for Valley Academy bands.

Mr. David Laird

Student Information Page
Reid Traditional Schools on Facebook!
If you haven’t kept up with us on Facebook, here’s what you may have missed:
 A great cover photo of Mrs. Wilber with her National School Choice Week
Assembly student speakers
 Painted Rock Academy Hawks basketball’s first win
 Valley Academy’s Spring Festival Event and Update
 Video of Arizona Superintendent of Public Instruction Mr. Huppenthal chatting with Mrs. Reid, one of
Valley Academy founders
 Painted Rock Academy’s winter concert under the stars
 A collage of Valley Academy’s Turkey Trot fun
Stay current with our achievements and activities. When you “like” and “share” Reid Traditional Schools, you
help our schools stay strong and grow!

KINDERGARTEN FIELD DAY
Field day is a fun event with rotating stations where the students play games involving water and teamwork. We are proud
to announce that the Kindergarten Field Day will be held on Friday, April 26 th from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., and we need
your help! We need parent helpers to man each station as the classes rotate through in 15-minute intervals. We also
need donations of the following items: LOTS of filled water balloons brought in a cooler/bucket, chilled fruit in bite sized
pieces, small plates, forks and chilled 8oz. water bottles. We have about 108 students, so we will need enough donations
and parent help in order to be covered. The items we will need the MOST are water balloons. Last year we had parents
buy the balloons, fill them at home, and then bring them in a cooler to the school on the morning of the event.
Kindergarten students will be able to wear their spirit day shirts on the day of the event as well.
If you are willing to donate items or help at the event, please contact Mrs. Johnson at 623-516-7747, x301, or by email at
ajohnson@valleyacademy.com. We can’t wait to enjoy the day and work on our cooperation and teamwork skills.
See you there!
The Kindergarten Team

As a member of the writing committee, I have been on the lookout for some writing contests our students can participate
in. Scholastic sent me a copy of their Scope magazine. There are several writing contests every month in this magazine. The
contests go with their interesting articles. If you are the parent of a 4th -8th grader, please consider ordering
Scope through Scholastic or accessing the magazine and its contests online at scholastic.com/scope.
Mrs. Freeland, 2nd grade teacher

Student Council
Mrs. Vig’s class is the winner of Pasta for Pennies. They earned $203.80 for the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society. They will receive a lunch party courtesy of Olive Garden. The 4th-8th grade classes
earned $581.82! Great job!
Movie night is on April 11th at 6:00. We will have popcorn and drinks for the children who are
coming. There will be candy available for purchase. Please contact Miss Ramsey, Miss Cunningham,
or Mrs. Licano with any questions.
Science Club

“Caught Being Good” prize giveaway day will be
Thursday, April 25th at lunch. Remember to bring all
the tickets you have earned!

Science Club has had a fun-filled time this school year, and
this is our last month of participation. Science Club will
finish up on May 2nd. There will be no Science
Club during AIMS week.
Once again, thank you to all the parents for
allowing your child to come and enjoy science
with us.
Mr. Smith & Ms. Brasher, advisors

Dear Valley Academy Families:
I’d like to take a moment of your time to talk about your volunteer commitment. When you enroll your child at Valley
Academy, you agree to volunteer a minimum of three hours per month, a total of twenty seven hours per school year.
There are three ways to report volunteer hours: online, by signing in at the front office, or by filling out a volunteer form
(the half sheet sent home with most homework to grade). Please be sure to report your volunteer hours. Sometimes
it’s easy to forget. This year, our total volunteer hours have decreased by more than 1000 hours. We have a handful of
very dedicated volunteers (and if you are one of them, you have my heartfelt thanks) who go far above and beyond their
required seven hourshours per year. However, we have an increasing number of families who choose not to volunteer
at all. This places an ever increasing burden on parents and families who do help, particularly at times like Spring
Festival, when many helping hands are needed.
This makes the job of homeroom parents and VAPO council
members far more challenging as we try to make our school a fun and active place for ALL of our children. Your child
benefits from parents who volunteer. Parent volunteers help with Spirit Day ice cream sales, Spring Festival booths,
Spalding notebooks, spelling tests, Field Day, Honor Roll ice cream, Eighth Grade Promotion activities, car washes,
fundraisers of all kinds, kindergarten screening, staff appreciation meals, teacher appreciation gifts, class parties, and
literally hundreds of other projects. No matter what your skills, we can find a place for you to help. If you have not
volunteered this year, please do so now. Your help is needed, and very much appreciated. If you don’t know where to
help, contact any member of the VAPO Governing Council. Our contact information can be found here: http://
valleyacademy.com/index.php/vapo/meet-the-vapo-council.
Many hands make light work. Let’s work together to help make our school an amazing place.
Sincerely,
Mrs. McCulloch
Governing Council President
602-448-0422
sherrzi@aol.com

The Wilson Family was the Volunteer Family of the Month for February 2013. They volunteered 48 1/2
hours in order to earn this honor! We congratulate them and hope they know how very much they are
appreciated!
Those families with over 25 hours for February are:
McKinnon Family (vom 12/12)
82.25 hours
Mathur Family*
60.84 hours
McCulloch Family*
56 hours
Webb Family (vom 11/12)
41.5 hours
Chapin Family*
30.5 hours
Harford Family*
30.5 hours
TJ/M Evans Family*
29.16 hours
E. Smith Family (vom 8/12)
28.5 hours
DeMello Family
27.25 hours
Hochhalter Family
26.25 hours
Thank you all for each and every minute you have contributed! Let's keep up the great work and fulfill our
responsibility of a minimum of three hours per month.

Lost and Found
Did you know there is a lost and found in the MPR? At the end of the month, the items in the MPR migrate to the
VAPO room #8 for another month. At the end of that month, items are donated to a charity. PLEASE check the lost
and found in the MPR and in the VAPO room. There are lots of nice water bottles and lunch boxes. Items without
names on them are donated to charity after being in the lost and found for over a month. In the summer, all items are
donated and are not kept for a month.

Valley Academy Annual Book Drive

It’s time for our annual Spring Book Drive. You can earn Story Laboratory Grants to spend at the book fair
by donating your gently used books from April 1st to April 23rd. We have only been given $300.00 in Story
Laboratory Grants to give away, so hurry and turn in your donation before the deadline. All unused Story
Laboratory Grants will be returned at the end of the school day April 23 rd; they will no longer be available to
pass out. Please contact tracey@traceybsnyder.com or Mrs. Gan in the Library for additional information.
To help in the Story Laboratory, please sign up on the Book Fair SignUp Genius,
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C094AABAE28AA8-spring2/5098540
To help during Family Fun Night contact Hiedi Chapin at 623-203-4478 or hiedi.chapin@cox.net.

Box Top Contest Update
Our class count for March is:
Mr. Smith
434
Mrs. Freeman
383
Mrs. Breshears
356
Mrs. Lewandowsky
344
Mrs. Mineck
336
The class totals for the year are as follows:
Mrs. Freeland
2687
Mrs. Breshears
2357
Mr. Smith
1899
Miss Hageman
1761
Ms. Crabtree
1636
Mrs. Lewandowsky
1506
Ms. Jubb
1435
Mrs. Mettes
1360
Mrs. Keely
1187
Mrs. Schambach
1102
Please continue to collect and turn in your box tops. Class
competition continues through the month of April.

Great Skate
Friday, April 19, 2013 from 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
$5 admission includes skate rental
TEACHERS and STAFF skate FREE!
Adults not skating = FREE!
10054 North 43rd Ave.
Great FUN for all ages!
See you there!

VALLEY ACADEMY Car Decals are for sale for
$8. Contact Dierdre Earley to purchase one at
dearley@tempranosolutions.com. All proceeds go to
support the 8th grade!
A HUGE THANK YOU to all who participated in the
Peter Piper Pizza fundraiser in March! It was fun to
see our Valley family at such a successful event! The
8th grade raised over $800 that night! THANK YOU!
CALLING all 7th and 8th grade parents Planning meetings for the many upcoming 8th grade
events are happening! We need you!
Attend a meeting at Mrs. Nuttall's house on the
following dates or email her at audranut@gmail.com
to find out how you can help!
Tuesday, April 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, April 23 at 7:00 p.m.
Monday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m.
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